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POLICE AMENDMENT BILL 2009 

Second Reading 
Resumed from 14 October. 

HON KATE DOUST (South Metropolitan — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [4.56 pm]: I did not 
anticipate having to deal with this right now so I will have to read my notes from my laptop. There is something 
wrong with the printer; I had hoped someone would be able to fix it so that I could print my notes because I can 
better use printed notes.  

We have only a couple of minutes in which to start this debate, so I will make a few general comments about the 
Police Amendment Bill. The opposition has some real concerns about it because it is the type of bill that can be 
called a Clayton’s bill, if we like, and can be used to cover up a breach in an election commitment. This bill 
allows the Liberal government to break an election commitment. It is a Clayton’s cop bill. The Liberal 
government matched the Labor government’s commitment during the election campaign to employ a further 500 
police officers, and now it is reneging on it. It is prepared to employ only 350 police officers and is talking about 
instead employing what it calls police auxiliary officers. Although they will be sworn officers, they will not be 
fully sworn officers. They will have limited duties set out by the police commissioner. I will go through this in 
detail when we come back to this legislation later. I understand a range of areas need to be clarified before 
recruitment of these people can be sought. There is a great deal of enthusiasm by the government for the first 
batch of these Clayton’s coppers to be employed in January. But at this time there is still a great deal of work to 
be done on, as I understand it, pay classifications and issues about who will cover these types of workers, what 
their duties will be and where they will be located. I have a number of queries I want to raise with the minister; I 
assume the Minister for Energy has responsibility for this bill. When we come back, I will ask a series of quite 
detailed questions of the minister, and I look forward to his response to provide clarity for me on how this 
government proposes to deal with the engagement and employment of these officers. I hope the minister is 
listening to me and paying due attention rather than just reading his notes. 

Hon Peter Collier: I am looking for a response to your very question. There you go! 

Hon KATE DOUST: That is very good; it is good to see the minister is alert today. 

Hon Peter Collier: Absolutely—as always. 

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 
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